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Karen Caroll's practice focuses on complex intellectual property litigation and
counseling, with a specific focus on pharmaceutical and biotechnology-related
patent matters, including Hatch-Waxman litigation. Additionally, she has
handled matters involving technologies outside of the biopharmaceutical
industry, including in the areas of mechanical devices, computer and
computer software devices, telecommunications, and medical devices.
Karen also provides a range of counseling services to her clients, including
due diligence and freedom-to-operate analyses, patent valuations, and
licensing advice. She counsels pharmaceutical clients on transactional
matters pertaining to commercial supply chain contracts, wholesale
distribution agreements, and product offers.
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Prior to her legal career, Karen worked for more than 10 years in the
biopharmaceutical industry, first as a research scientist at the Department of
Neuropathology at Johns Hopkins University and Codon Pharmaceuticals,
and then as a patent agent at Human Genome Sciences Inc. During her time
as a patent agent, she procured a wide array of patents worldwide covering
genes, proteins, antibodies, and methods of diagnosing and treating patients,
as well as small-molecule pharmaceutical products and formulations. In
addition to her patent prosecuting experience, Karen advised members of the
scientific staff on a variety of matters relating to patent, regulatory, and HatchWaxman issues.

EDUCATION
American University
JD, cum laude, 2007
Northwestern University
MS, Cancer and Molecular
Biology, 1997
Franklin & Marshall College
BA, 1995

REPRESENTATIVE EXPERIENCE
•

Reviewed and provided advice on U.S. distribution and supply chain
contracts, as well as product offer letters, for a global life sciences
company.

ADMISSIONS

•

Served as counsel to a global generic pharmaceutical company in HatchWaxman patent litigation actions filed in multiple jurisdictions, including
the District of Delaware, the District of New Jersey, the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania, the Middle District of Florida, and Northern District of West
Virginia.

•

Counseled global branded pharmaceutical company in a declaratory
judgment patent litigation action in the District Court of Delaware.
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•

Represented a global hospital bed manufacturer in a multi-patent, multidistrict litigation.

•

Counseled several information technology manufacturers and providers in
patent litigation actions.

•

Represented an information technology manufacturer in copyright
litigation in the Northern District of Illinois.

•

Served as counsel to a global consumer product manufacturer in multiple
patent litigation actions in multiple jurisdictions, including the Eastern
District of North Carolina, the Western District of Virginia, and the
Northern District of Illinois.

•

Represented a global retail company in multiple patent litigation actions in
the Eastern District of Texas.

•

Represented a global telecommunications company in multiple patent
litigation actions in the Eastern District and Western District of Texas.

•

Served as counsel to a global generic pharmaceutical company in an inter
partes review proceeding before the Patent Trial & Appeal Board.

•

Served as counsel to a global consumer product manufacturer in a
reexamination proceeding before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO).

•

Argued successfully for the invalidation of four patents related to drugs for
a neurological disease. Acorda Therapeutics, Inc., et al. v. Roxane
Laboratories, Inc., et al. (D. Del.).

CLIENT ALERTS
•

"How the U.S. Supreme Court Ruled on Inter Partes Review and What It
Means for Future Patent Challenges," April 2018

•

"What Looming Supreme Court Decisions Could Mean for Patent
Litigation," February 2018
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PUBLICATIONS
•

"Post-Myriad Legal and Policy Considerations for Patenting Genetic
Inventions," IPWatchdog, March 2019

•

"The Evolution of Antibody Patents," IPWatchdog, October 2018

HONORS
•

Georgia Super Lawyers Rising Star, 2017

•

Distinguished Service Award, Chicago Volunteer Legal Services
Foundation, 2010

MEMBERSHIPS
•

American Bar Association, Member

•

American Intellectual Property Law Association

•

Illinois State Bar Association

•

Georgia State Bar Association

•

Women in Bio
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